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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 9-15 objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative only. 
See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim has not been further treated on the 
merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim s i- 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

As best understood by the examiner: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Munnier 
etal. [US 5,398,218]. 

Regarding claim 1 . Chappuis discloses a system for making an object such as a 
watch [figurel] and a watch strap [14] reversible and interchangeable [abstract line 1], 
characterized in that it comprises at least one reversible and interchangeable element 
[1, 2] comprising a cavity [32, 33] and a removable fixing element [6, 7] projecting from 
and attached to the strap or other support so that it can be inserted axially, parallel or 
otherwise, and is moved parallel to the cavity to a stop position and is rotated into its 
fixed position. 

Regarding claim 2. The claim recites "...are machined in a separate plate...". The 
method of forming a device is not germane to the issue of patentability of the device 
itself. Therefore, this limitation has not been given patentable weight. 

Regarding claim 3. Chappuis discloses that the reversible and interchangeable 
element comprises two watch cases [1 , 2] joined together. 

Regarding claim 4. Chappuis discloses that the reversible and interchangeable 
element comprises at least one decorative element [3] on one face. 

Regarding claim 5. Chappuis discloses wherein the cavity or cavities [32, 33] are 
composed of an enlarged part [recess between 24 and 25 in figure 1] allowing insertion 
of the removable fixing elements and a narrower part [24, 25] allowing fixing of the 
system. 
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Regarding claim 6. Chappuis discloses wherein the reversible and 
interchangeable elements [1 , 2] comprise cavities [32, 33] taking retractable 
fixing means [10, 11]. 

Regarding claim 7. Chappuis discloses wherein the fixing element is a 
parallelepiped in volume and possesses retractable fixing means on a front face [shown 
in figures 1 or 4]. 

Regarding claim 8. Chappuis discloses wherein the removable fixing element [10 
,11] comprises two ends into which are inserted retractable means [6, 7] that are 
pushed in an outward direction by springs [column 7, line 4]. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Chagnoux [US 6,176,612]; Kinkio et al. [US 6,712,501]; Saunier 
[US 2006/01 14752]; Munniet et al. [US 5,398,218]. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh S. Phan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2109. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext 33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/538,668 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2833 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




